
 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSSIE CAN MAKE IT A G’DAY FOR GILBERT 

SUNDAY’S JERSEY RACING PREVIEW 

By commentator Mark Johnson 

 

 Sunday is Derby Day on Jersey and a field of eight are due to line up for 

the most important race of the year in the Channel Islands headed by last 

year’s winner ROSSETTI and rising star AUSSIE LYRICS. 

 The mile-and-a-half Jersey Derby, sponsored by La Vallette Investment 

Management Ltd, is due off at 3.40 when it will be the third of five races 

on the card run at Les Landes Racecourse, St Ouens, first race 2.00.  

 The Derby is the true championship race of the season on the flat in the 

Channel Islands (run at level weights in theory to decide the best horse in 

the Islands) and the reigning champion ROSSETTI should put up a bold 

bid to retain his crown. Last year he rather stole the race from the front, 

going clear in the early stages and never looking like being pegged back. 

He eventually recorded a 7 lengths success. 

 This year ROSSETTI’s St Ouens-based trainer Aly Malzard (who has 

saddled the winner of Jersey Derby five-times during her career having 

first won it in 2004) has turned his attentions to jump racing with the 

Champion Hurdle as his target. That plan came off in spectacular fashion 

at the last meeting, a fortnight ago, when ROSSETTI spread-eagled the 

Champion Hurdle field to take the Channel Island’s most important race 

over jumps by an emphatic 10 lengths. 

 But what did that victory take out of the grey 7 year-old? The stats say it 

is very difficult to win the Champion Hurdle and the Derby in the same 

season - indeed no horse has achieved the feat since the turn of the 

century (in 2006 the brilliant OFF MINOR went closest having won the 

Champion Hurdle he was beaten a length by Malzard’s CROSSWAYS in 

the Derby). The last horse to win the Champion Hurdle and go on to win 

the Derby (but in another year) was Malzard’s KOKA FAST who took the 

Champion Hurdle in 2009 and went on to win the Derby in 2010. 

 The official handicapper effectively makes this year’s Derby a two horse 

race on his ratings with ROSSETTI rated 66 on the flat (he is rated much 

higher now over jumps), 9lbs inferior to AUSSIE LYRICS (on 75) with 

the next highest rated HERBALIST (58), PASSIONATE AFFAIR (57), 

EIGHTFOLD (54) and CARRERA (53). 

 It is hard to disagree with the official handicapper - the improving young 

rising star AUSSIE LYRICS looks the most likely winner. 

 AUSSIE LYRICS bids to give his trainer Christa Gilbert, based at Holly 

Farm, St Helier, her third win in the Jersey Derby in just four years 

having saddled MAJOR MAXIMUS to back-to-back successes in the 

race in 2012 & 2013. Freddie Tett, currently second in this year’s C.I. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jockeys Championship behind Mattie Batchelor, will ride. 

 AUSSIE LYRICS is a 5 year-old who began this year running in 

France. He was claimed, for 8,550 Euros by Ron Vibert, after he had won 

a 1m4f Amateur Riders’ race at Nantes in April and has hardly looked 

back since. He has run three times so far on Jersey, wining impressively 

twice over the Derby distance - his only defeat being over a longer trip. 

His most recent win came when conceding 29lbs to the 2011 Jersey 

Derby winner King Kenny (a winner since) but still beating him 4 

lengths. 

 My top 3 are AUSSIE LYRICS to beat ROSSETTI and CARRERA. 

 AUSSIE LYRICS may well be the star running on Sunday but the 

equine star of the day on parade will be record-breaking four-time World 

Hurdle winner at the Chetenham Festival BIG BUCK’S.  

 In total the winner of 23 races during his career, the greatest long 

distance hurdler of all time was retired in March of last year but will 

make a guest appearance at the track, parading in the paddock at 1.45 

before also going out on the course. His trainer during the majority of his 

career, Paul Nicholls, is also due to be a present on Sunday with BIG 

BUCK’S owner Andy Stewart - the latter is sponsoring the second race 

the Ravenscroft Big Buck’s Sprint (3.05) in which the Channel Island’s 

two top sprinters - PURLEY QUEEN and COUNTRY BLUE lock horns 

over 5½ furlongs. Although COUNTRY BLUE has won his last three 

races the weights favour PURLEY QUEEN who bids to give the 

AUSSIE LYRICS trainer/jockey team an early success on the card. 

 The opening CPA Hurdle (2.00) is restricted to horses trained in the 

Channel Islands and who haven’t won more than one hurdle race. The 

only previous winner over jumps in the field is FOURNI (won a 24 

runner hurdle at Galway in May last year) but the stronger recent form 

belongs to the Karl Kukk-trained STEELY who has yet to win in six runs 

over hurdles, and is 0 for 11 in total at Les Landes, but he has finished 

runner-up five-times at the track and was third in the Champion Hurdle 

last time out. 

 The Animal Health Trust Celebration Mile (4.15) looks really 

competitive and it might be worth taking a chance on last year’s winner 

FIRST CAT returning to form. He finished last of seven runners a 

fortnight ago in a race won by LUCIFERS SHADOW but he met trouble 

in running that day and is better than that. He may be the value play. 

 The concluding EY’s “Building A Better Working World” Handicap 

boats two English-trained raiders amongst it’s five runners but both of 

them - LEYLAND and LEXI GRADY ALICE - may come up short 

against the 2011 Jersey Derby winner KING KENNY who won a 

fortnight ago when stepped up to this 1m6f distance for the first time.       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELECTIONS 

2.30  #4 STEELY 

3.05  #1 PURLEY QUEEN 

3.40  #1 AUSSIE LYRICS 

4.15  #4 FIRST CAT  

4.40       #3 KING KENNY 

 
     


