JERSEY RACE CLUB

Preview August Bank Holiday Monday fixture

by Bobsbest

“I believe in setting targets and eight to ten winners is my goal for this year”. That was second season trainer Angie Corson quoted in the Jersey Racing Post in April: well, mission accomplished. A double at the first August meeting took her tally to eight winners and with five runners on Bank Holiday Monday she could reach her upper target of ten, possibly including the most prestigious handicap of the season, The Clarendon.

Sponsored for the first time by Cheviot Asset Management, The Clarendon is possibly the most sought after prize of the season as well as being the final leg of Jersey racing’s unique triple crown. That can’t be won this year, but the race frequently provides surprises, occasionally of the unhappy variety. In 2008 the evergreen Koka Fast, then a mere six year old, was first past the post only to lose the race in the stewards’ room. High Octave was a surprise winner in 2009 and last year Garden Party put up a personal best to score despite a string of previous near misses and disappointing runs.

Garden Party lines up again with a very similar look to his previous form, but whereas Tom Bougourd’s small string was in cracking form for most of last season, this year they have not shone so it is not hard to look elsewhere. King Kenny flopped in 2010 and now carries more weight, but he has won his last three, including the Jersey Derby, and is sure to go well. The only other survivor from last year’s field is Sans Sa Dame and he has been consistent if slightly disappointing. He was behind King Kenny in the Derby, but now enjoys a 13lb weight advantage. Becks Bolero got a mile and a quarter well a fortnight ago and his previous trainer had tried him over 2 miles, so there is every chance he’ll get the trip; he’s 4lb worse with Sans Sa Dame, but there were over 11 lengths between them last time. Of the rest Landolino is an admirable type, has won twice and gets in with bottom weight; Neuilly promises much and may be one for next year; Sissi Guihen is a model of consistency and deserves her place, but her best form was earlier in the season. It may be worth taking a chance on Becks Bolero getting the trip.

The opening handicap hurdle has drawn a disappointingly small field, but the winner is not obvious. Azaria has come out on top in two out of three meetings with Nordic Affair, but the latter gets 4lb for the two and a half lengths that divided them last time and that will make it close. Fine The World was third to Azaria at levels in July and he now gets a 13lb advantage; on that form he has the beating of both.

The Friends of Jersey Racing sponsor a five-furlong dash, which is the second race on the card. On form it’s hard to look beyond Fast Freddie who might provide Angie Corson with winner number nine. He’s not a shoo-in though and at long last the handicapper has cut High Voltage a bit of slack. The best sprinter in Jersey for some time, he may be in decline at ten, but he has shown enough this term to command respect. Nordic Light is very hit and miss and one not to be trusted, Kersivay seems to have lost his early sparkle and Crazy In Love is still an unknown quantity locally and has enough to do for a 3 year old. That leaves Majestical who has run only three times this year registering two good seconds early on. This dark horse of the race will be ridden by the excellent Gemma Marshall, an eye-catching booking. 

The Glory Bee Memorial Handicap, named in honour of the late Joan May’s favourite and that of his trainer, is run over a mile and a quarter. Joan Le Brocq would dearly love to win this and runs Secret Assassin and Lord Of The Wing, the former carrying the Joan May colours. Jim Jamoneau will be doing a rain dance to improve the chances of Hold The Bucks while Johnny Mercier will be keeping his fingers crossed that Cronkyvoddy gets away on level terms. Les Landes and Uniform Ruby are probably waiting for 2012, although the latter ran surprisingly well last time and Countrywide Pride, marvellous servant though he has been, is now 13 and can’t be expected to improve.

The See You Next Season Handicap is, appropriately, the last race of 2011. A typically difficult ‘getting out stakes’ this could provide an opportunity for the improving Major Maximus to break his duck. At his best Buckie Massa would carry these, but it’s a long time since we saw his best and supporters will rely on the fact that he’s dropped in grade. Others sure to run well are Superduper and La Verte Rue. 

There will be time enough later to reflect on the season, but it’s not too soon to congratulate Alyson Malzard on winning another trainers’ championship. She led from the off and had her field in trouble before the season was at half way. And although mathematically possible for him to be caught, it seems certain that Mark Lawson will be top jockey for the first time; well done to him too.  

Selections:

Fine The World

High Voltage

Becks Bolero

Lord Of The Wing

Major Maximus   

