JERSEY RACE CLUB

Preview Easter Monday 2011 Fixture

by Bobsbest

“I hide ‘em, you find ‘em”, the traditional cry of the Crown and Anchor man will be heard again at Les Landes on Monday when the Jersey Race Club’s new season opens. The first fixture features five handicaps and the saying might just as easily apply to the races because it’s not going to be easy to find the winners. Still, the recently published Jersey Racing Post may provide some clues as we try to solve the puzzles set by the handicapper.

The principal race is the On Course Bookmakers Handicap over 7 furlongs, which has attracted a field of nine. Top weight is Danehill Dazzler, but this so far short of her best that it’s hard to see her defying the handicapper. At the opposite end of the weights is last year’s winner, Toggle. He was bottom weight then, but this time he is 5lb out of the handicap proper, which will make it tougher. Trainer Angie Corson told the Jersey Racing Post that she believed in getting her charges fully fit for the first meeting, so Toggle will lack nothing on that score. She also runs Fast Freddie, transferred from Alyson Malzard in the close season and twice a winner in 2010. The Malzard yard is triply represented through Uniform Ruby, Hold The Bucks and La Verte Rue. In her stable tour the trainer said the last named will need more time, while Hold The Bucks prefers a bit of give in the ground; Uniform Ruby is only a three year old and Alyson Malzard describes her as “a stunning looker” who will be primed and ready for this fixture. Annia Galleria, from Tony Le Brocq’s yard will be ridden by Tim Clark, given a weekend pass by his boss Sir Mark Prescott; she has won twice over 5 furlongs, at Leicester and Wolverhampton and has never raced beyond 6 furlongs, but she should have a good chance of getting this sharp seven. Vamos was Joan Le Brocq’s horse to follow last year, but a couple of promising seconds early in the season weren’t followed up with a win later. Christa Gilbert’s Major Maximus completes the line up and he’ll need to show improvement to take a hand in the finish. It’s a tricky handicap and possibly we should take note of the trainer’s tip for Uniform Ruby.

The season opens with the Easter Monday Handicap Hurdle, which brings together the first three in last year’s race, with Nordic Affair making up the field of four. In 2010 Koka Fast gave stablemate Tanikos 16lb and a beating; now he is set to conceed 25lb and it would come as no surprise if it proves a bit beyond last season’s champion racehorse. Silver Silence is remarkably consistent over hurdles, but he too is worse off with Tanikos compared with last Easter. Nordic Affair is still a novice over hurdles and this looks too much to ask of him at this stage.

The Channel Islands Racing & Hunt Club Handicap over a mile and a half has drawn a field of seven headed by Sans Sa Dame. He won 4 times in 2009, but struggled at revised weights last year; cut a bit of slack by the handicapper and with assistance from the saddle of Kylie Manser he should run well. Anfield Road was second in this last year, but his form didn’t improve as expected; he is clearly a bit of a character and may be best when fresh. Tom Bougourd’s Garden Party was a star last season and may still have further room for improvement while last year’s winner Lord of the Wing could run well despite being 2lb out of the handicap. A note should be taken of newcomer Azaria, a French import, bought principally to go hurdling, but placed over this trip in her home country. Sans Sa Dame may just outclass this field. 

The EHS Global Solutions Handicap at a mile and a quarter will see King Kenny try to give 11lb and more to six rivals. He started last year winning this off just 8st 13lb, which gives an indication of how much he improved through the year. Now with Angie Corson, he will make a bold bid to follow up. Athania was basically disappointing after a promising start to last season, but she has done well physically during the winter and is an exciting prospect for the year ahead; she may just need this first run though. Beck’s Bolero, One Cool Poppy and Landolino are all welcome newcomers and best watched on their debuts, which leaves Sissi Guihen and Superduper in this highly competitive event. Alyson Malzard says the former has strengthened and she has great hopes for her; Superduper was frustration personified last year until Rob Kirk took over in the saddle and she was tried at a mile. Extreme caution is advised in approaching this race, but if pressed I’d plump for Sissi Guihen.

The afternoon concludes with the Hawk Leisure Investments Handicap over an extended mile. Top Level took this last year with Grenane third and now the latter has a 10lb pull.  Majestical used to be a sprinter plain and simple and has some decent form to his name; if he gets this trip he will be a danger to all. Nordic Light is another sprint specialist, but he seems less likely to last out a mile. Ralph Smith’s Crianza travels from the UK and has a 6 Furlong Redcar win to her credit. Finally, Honest Nev the bookie will cheer even if he loses on this race if Fine The World wins carrying his colours. 

Selections: -

Tanikos 

Sans Sa Dame

Uniform Ruby

Sissi Guihen

Grenane

