JERSEY RACE CLUB

Preview 19 June Fixture

by Bobsbest.

The speedsters take centre stage at Les Landes on Sunday when the principal race is the SGPB Hambros Challenge Trophy, the most valuable sprint handicap of the season. The minimum distance at the track is five and a half furlongs, but with the last two of them steeply uphill it takes some getting, particularly in rain softened ground, and occasionally strong finishing milers pick of fading fast starters. 

At the time of writing there has been a heavy downpour, which may not suit top weight and probably the best sprinter we’ve seen in Jersey in recent years, High Voltage. Winner of the equivalent race in 2008 and 2009 and third last year, he is an out and out speed merchant and will appreciate it if the ground dries out. Stablemate Secret Assassin is no mug and gets a useful 10lb and is equally good at a slightly longer trip. Nordic Light is another that seems best on at the minimum trip on fast ground, while speed is also the main asset of Top Pursuit who won this last year. On that occasion he got 30lb from High Voltage and now received 9lb less. Fast Freddie comes from the same yard as Top Pursuit and has won twice at seven furlongs this year and was a strong finishing third over this trip in between; he has not been unduly penalised by the handicapper for those good performances. Major Maximus has been disappointing and was slowly away over a mile last time; it is interesting that his connections have dropped him significantly in trip. There is much to like about the filly Annia Galeria; she showed considerable promise behind Kersivay in mid-May, but did not build on it when blinkered last time over a longer trip and will appreciate reverting to the minimum. That leaves Athania, another filly, the best of which is still to come. Fog meant we didn’t see much of the race in which she finished second to Fast Freddie last time, but now she gets a 4lb pull in the weights, seems to be on an upward curve and may improve enough to take this hot contest.

As ever the programme starts with a hurdle, this time over the longer trip of two miles and a quarter. Koka Fast won this in 2008, but was no match for King Of The Beers last year when trying to give a stone. They meet on the same terms here, which seems slightly odd bearing in mind the latter went on to win the Champion Hurdle at level weights. However, whereas Koka Fast is two from two over hurdles this season, his old rival has had just the one run when only fifth of six in mid-May. Anfield Road laughed at some modest rivals including Azaria and Bollin Fergus at the last meeting, but both enjoy significant weight advantages now. Nordic Affair must be fed up with seeing Koka Fast’s backside and the additional 1lb he receives this time is unlikely to be enough; he will relish the slightly longer trip though, jumps well and may get a bit closer this time particularly if one of the others sets a decent pace. 

The Blair Brothers Handicap, sponsored by Iain and Alan Blair, will be run over a mile and a half and sees Danehill Dazzler stepping up to her optimum trip for the first time this season. She has looked to be losing some of her former sparkle, but ran on strongly though much too late when fourth to Sissi Guihen over the mile and a quarter of the Warwick Vase. The latter shot clear over 3 furlongs out that time and held on well from King Kenny; she may still be improving, but now meets Danehill Dazzler on 5lb worse terms and may not be as effective over the longer trip. Ship’s Hill is a classy former hurdler who will need some help from the handicapper while Top Level looks to have an impossible task from 7lb out of the handicap and Noble Dictator ran a stinker last time. We have not seen the best of Garden Party since his seasonal debut and he ran flat last time, but in sharp contrast Landolino stepped up on all previous form to collar Silver Silence on the line over a longer trip three weeks ago. Danehill Dazzler may still be good enough to take this.

Round four is a tricky nine-furlong handicap, which sees the debut of Grey Panel, a three year old son of former favourite and Jersey Derby winner Minnie’s Mystery. He looks like mum, but will need time and, as he gets automatic top weight, is best watched on this occasion.   There’s little doubt that Vamos has the ability and is weighted to win this, but he let his backers down with a bump last time and clearly has two ways of running; he is one to be wary of. King Kenny, winner of this in 2010, is coming into form, while Beck’s Bolero ran a race full of promise behind that stable companion last time; he’s 3lb better off and should run a big race. Superduper proved a revelation upped to a mile under Rob Kirk last back-end and has picked up where she left off, scoring two from two this year. She may be too good for La Verte Rue and Les Landes from the same yard.  Blue Savannah is an impossibly long way out of the handicap.

The programme rounds off with a mile and a quarter low-level handicap which, having drawn a field of eleven, is by far the most difficult on the card. Many of these are on the way down, but the class act is Silver Silence who holds his form remarkably well for a 10 year old. He’s not an easy ride as he stops when he hits the front so Tony Procter has to put his nose ahead a stride or two from the finish. The trip is on the short side for him, but he has the speed and would not be a surprise winner. Grenane has been a model of consistency this season and will run another good race under Jemma Marshall who rode a peach of a race on him to hold Cronkyvoddy and Hold The Bucks last time. On slightly revised terms and with the promise of some cut in the ground Hold The Bucks is taken to reverse the form. Lady Petrus will pop up one of these days and has slipped to a feasible mark and one suspects National Monument, so disappointing in a couple of runs this season, will find his form sooner or later.

Selections:

Koka Fast

Danehill Dazzler

Athania

Superduper

Hold The Bucks   

