JERSEY RACE CLUB

Preview, Sunday 17th July 2011 meeting.

by Bobsbest.

Sunday is Standard Bank Champion Hurdle day at Les Landes and the Race Club, not to mention the race sponsors, must be desperately disappointed that this event – one of the highlights of the season  - has attracted only three runners. So far this year ten different horses have run over hurdles and four of them have won, which makes the poor turn out doubly disappointing. One of the absentees is reigning champion King Of The Beers who ran as if something was amiss in June.    

One of the trio that does take part, Ship’s Hill, has been well entered up this season, but has run just once when last in a flat handicap in May, so it is reasonable to assume he has been difficult to prepare. If he were able to take his place in anything like the form he showed when winning a stayers’ hurdle at Worcester two years back he would have a great chance, but right now looks a risky proposition. It would be hard to exaggerate the ease with which Anfield Road won a maiden hurdle in May, beating Azaria and Bollin Fergus, both winners since so the form looks solid, but he has missed the last two fixtures. There’s a big gulf between a maiden and a championship race and Koka Fast, who bridged that gap a long time ago, won this race in 2009 and apart from being upstaged by King Of The Beers in 2010 hasn’t done anything wrong since. Anfield Road will be ridden by Jamie Goldstein, fresh from a four timer at the last meeting, but even he may not be able to keep Footy’s head in front where it matters.

Round two at 3.05 is the Supporters Sprint Handicap over the minimum trip, which brings together a bunch that have been running against each other all year and winning in turn. High Voltage has always seemed an out and out speedster best at this distance, but he bounced back to form with a gritty win over 7 furlongs last time, just getting the better of Secret Assassin. The latter gets 1lb for a short head defeat, so they should dead heat this time. However, High Voltage is the best sprinter in training in the Channel Islands and he should see off decent opposition in the shape of Fast Freddie and Kersivay. Having touted Annia Galeria as a future winner for some time, it’s interesting to note a jockey change; she’s due to be ridden by Tony Procter instead of her usual, less experienced pilot.

At 3.40 The Spearpoint Handicap will be run over 7 furlongs. It’s unusual to have a 5 and a 7-furlong race on the same card, but this is a low level affair for horses rated 45 and under. Fine The World whizzed in by 5 lengths last time; that was over 3 furlongs further, but he won this race last year: Grenane was well adrift in fifth, but now enjoys a 6lb pull and won’t mind the drop in distance; she won the race in 2009. Majestical was third in this last term and has done little wrong in just two runs this season while Toggle is back in the right grade and should run very well.

The Bloodstock Advisory Services Handicap over a mile and a half at 4.15 has drawn a field of eight headed by King Kenny whose consistency means he must give almost a stone and more to his rivals. Neuilly is an interesting newcomer from France where he ran four times at Deauville over this trip, including a fair fourth of sixteen in a decent all weather handicap. Garden Party has been out of form and Landolino probably needs further, but Bollin Fergus, his enthusiasm rekindled by a spell hurdling, won by 7 lengths a fortnight ago. It won’t matter that he’s a pound out of the handicap, but the others look out of their depth.

The last race at 4.50 is a nine-furlong Geordieland Handicap, sponsored by Anthony and Sandra Taylor. It’s for horses rated up to 70 and sees the belated seasonal debut of Buckie Massa, for a couple of seasons just about the most frustrating horse in training. He’s always there or thereabouts, but can’t seem to get his head in front and it’s time the handicapper took the hint. Superduper has been a revelation and is climbing the handicap ladder again, but may still be ahead of the game. Beck’s Bolero is due a win while La Verte Rue is also knocking on the door. This race has provided some surprising results in the past and could prove a pin-sticker’s paradise again. The sponsor is connected to two runners, La Verte Rue and the appropriately named Les Landes.

One footnote: the Pick Four jackpot was not won last time, so there is a roll over making for a valuable kitty at which to aim.
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