The 2011 Jersey Race Club got off to a bumper start as around 3,000 racegoers enjoyed near perfect conditions at Les Landes. The recent dry weather meant that the going was unseasonably on the firm side of good, however given the lack of rain there was still a good covering of grass.
Prior to racing to racing the Lieutenant Governor, Lieutenant General Andrew Ridgeway opened the new Koka Fast Viewing Area for disabled racegoers, so it was most appropriate that the season’s opening event The Easter Monday Handicap Hurdle was won by Koka Fast. Held up at the back of the field until turning for home Mattie Batchelor eased the nine year old upsides Nordic Affair approaching the second last hurdle and after touching down just in front after the last Koka stayed on gamely to beat Nordic Affair by a length with Silver Silence a never nearer two lengths back in third.
The Channel Islands Racing and Hunt Club Championship over a mile and a half the second event on the card saw a sustained gamble on the Angie Corson trained National Monument who opened up at odds of 5/1 before starting the race as a warm 6/4 favourite, however the money stayed in the bookmakers bags as the five year old who travelled in midfield for most of the race never threatened to play a part at the business end eventually finishing a well beaten fifth. The race was won by Guernsey trained Garden Party who was produced his challenge up on the far rail under jockey Rob Kirk to win from Sans Sa Dame with Anfield Road back in third.
Feature event of the day The On Course Bookmakers Handicap over Seven Furlongs saw Fast Freddie produce a pillar to post victory. The seven year old making his first appearance for Angie Corson after moving from the Alyson Malzard yard got off to a flying start and never saw any of his rivals passing the post six lengths clear of Vamos with Danehill Dancer a further there lengths back in third.
Jockey Rob Kirk made it a double on the day when Superduper won the EHS Global Solutions Handicap, for most of last season the six year old lost her races at the start often being very slowly away, however at the final meeting last season Kirk was able to get the mare off to a level break and she duly won, and yesterday he repeated this feat and passed the post a length clear of stable mate Sissi Guihen with King Kenny five lengths away in third. Having now got her act together Superduper could well be one to follow this season as she still appears to be on a good handicap mark mainly due to some tardy efforts in the earlier part of last season.
Final race of the day was The Hawk Leisure Investments Handicap and this went to the well backed English raider Crianza. Having been held up at the back of the field for most of the race jockey Jamie Goldstein made his challenge up on the stand side and put the five year olds head in front where it matters most to win by a head from Majestical with Grenane the same distance away in third. This winner gave one lucky racegoer plenty to cheer as they were the sole winner of the Tote Jackpot collecting £2,086.

Having got off to such a good start the Race Club will be hoping that the crowds return to the next meeting which is on Sunday 15th May, but prior to that the Guernsey Race Club hold their annual meeting next Monday 2nd May at L’Ancresse. 
