It was the Alyson Malzard show at yesterday’s race meeting at Les Landes as she trained all five winners on the afternoon’s card, with jockeys Mattie Batchelor and Kylie Manser riding two winners each.
Malzard’s first winner of the afternoon in “The George and Leonora Perpetual Hurdle” sponsored by The Sullivan Family Trust was Koka Fast who once again was held up in the middle of the field for most of the race, before taking up the running jumping two out, and then responding gamely to Batchelor to pass the post two lengths in front of Nordic Affair with Silver Silence half a length back in third. The first three home finished in the same order as when they met at the opening meeting of the season, and whilst Koka will be required to give his rivals more weight next time he may still be able to see them off in order to complete the hat trick.
Second race on the card was “The David Picot Memorial Handicap” sponsored by The Hemmings Family and run in memory of the late race club stalwart and run over the minimum distance of five furlongs. Fast Freddie who bolted up at the Easter meeting failed to get his normal flying start and as a result never got into the race, finishing a well beaten third. Batchelor completed his quick fire double on Kersivay who led for most of the race passed the post a length ahead of Majestical who once again ran a sound race only to find one too good again. The winner was bought out of the David Evans yard after winning the opening race in Guernsey appears to be in front of the handicapper and might well run up a sequence. Disappointment of the race was the third Malzard runner Nordic Light who was backed into joint 2/1 favourite at the off from an opening price of 5/1 however punters who had taken the plunge were soon ripping up their tickets as the seven year old missed the break and was ten lengths adrift of the pace after two furlongs and never got any closer.
Feature race of the afternoon was “The Quids in Jersey Guineas” this saw Superduper complete win her third consecutive race at Les Landes under jockey Rob Kirk. The six year old had been losing all chance of winning at the start for most of last season, but Kirk has got the mare off to a level break since taking the ride on her and she has now won three and finished second on her last four outings. Yesterday she saw Vamos off by a length with King Kenny the same distance back in third.  Vamos once again finished second but has shown enough on his two appearances this season to suggest that his first win at Les Landes in not far away. Disappointment of the race was Danehill Dazzler who was beaten before turning for home.
Fourth race on the card was “The Geoffrey Edwards Memorial Handicap” sponsored by the Edwards Family.  Pre race proceedings were dominated by the antics of Greek Theatre who once again showed a reluctance to behave which gave jockey Tony Proctor the chance to show off his rodeo skills before getting unshipped as the pair made their way onto the racecourse. Proctor did eventually get his mount to consent to start however the six year old refused to settle careering off at the front and unsurprisingly faded out of contention at the business end of the race. As for the race proper this saw jockey Manser visit the winners enclosure after driving home Sans Sa Dame to a length and a half victory for Malzard over Anfield Road with Garden Party a neck back in third.
Malzard completed her nap hand and Manser her double in the final event “The Balmoral Properties Handicap” when Sissi Guihen won easing down a comfortable four lengths in front of Grenane with La Verte Rue one and a half lengths back in third, this meant the not only had Malzard won all five races on the card she also trained the first three home in the afternoons finale to complete her memorable day at the races.
Next meeting at Les Landes will be held on Bank Holiday Monday 30th May first race at 2:30.
