Jockey Jamie Goldstein was the star of the show at The Jersey Race Club’s solitary evening meeting of the season on Friday winning four of the five races on the card which was enjoyed by a near 2,000 racegoers who decided that a trip out to the west of the Island was a perfect way to start the weekend.

The only race that Goldstein failed to win was the evenings feature event The Quilter Handicap, indeed he was brought back to earth with a bump as his mount Vamos appeared to clip heels with another runner as the tightly bunched field went round the turn just after the passing the winning post for the first time, sending Goldstein out of the saddle and giving him a taste of the Les Landes turf. Stablemate Sculastic was also caught up in the melee and his Jockey Emmett Stack also took a tumble, fortunately both horses galloped away rider less and after a short time both jockeys got to their feet dusted themselves down and got on with the rest of the evening. At the business end of the race it was Superduper who bounced back to form following a disappointing run last time out, when the softer ground was probably not to her liking, winning by an impressive five lengths under jockey Rob Kirk from Becks Bolero who is edging ever closer to his first Jersey win, La Verte Rue was a head away in third. This was Superduper’s fourth win from his last five outings and as mentioned in previous reports her now regular rider Kirk appears to get the best out of this previously temperamental mare who had been losing all chance of winning due to starting her races very slowly.

The evening’s entertainment got under away with The Philip Benest Memorial Handicap Hurdle, a race named in memory of a late and enthusiastic member of the Race club. Only three went to post and the field was reduced to two when outsider National Monument pulled up in the back straight on the first circuit. Azaria was sent off the favourite mainly due to her impressive win at the last meeting, however this time around Nordic Affair shadowed the filly for most of the race before jumping the last upsides his rival then responding stoutly to jockey Goldstein’s encouragement won by a length.

The other three races on the card was a case of the Joan Le Brocq show as her stable struck form with a vengeance, ably assisted by jockeys Goldstein and Stack she trained the first two home in all three events with Goldstein taking the honours and Stack playing the supporting bridesmaids role.

Firstly in The Blackrock Handicap, Bollin Fergus the 7/1 outsider of the field saw off his three opponents by seven lengths with his better fancied stablemate Landilino in second and Danehill Dazzler a further five lengths away in third. The winner had run a couple of fair races over hurdles this year and seemed to relish the step up in trip. Disappointment of the race was Sans Sa Dame who never held a winning chance and eventually finished nearly twenty lengths behind the winner.

Le Brocq’s second win came in The Episode Fund Handicap when High Voltage and Secret Assassin fought out the best finish of the night, as the two went clear of the field just over a furlong from home, with the Goldstein’s mount just holding off the persistent challenge of his stablemate by a short head with Major Maximus who was subsequently disqualified for failing to weigh in, four lengths back in third. Those who backed the winner on the tote were rewarded with odds of 18/1 for the win and an incredible 28/1 for the place compared to the bookmakers starting price of 10/1.

It was a case of déjà vu for Jockey Stack as once again he only saw the rear end of Goldstein once the field turned for home in the evening’s finale The Cenkos Channel Island Handicap, this time aboard Fine The World the winning pilot took his mount into the lead just over two furlongs from home and then cruised away from the field for a stylish victory, passing the post five lengths clear of Lord of The Wing who was a head in front of Cronkyvoddy. Punters had obviously latched on to the fact that Goldstein was in impressive form as the winner was backed in from an opening price of 7/1 before starting the race as the even money favourite.

Unsurprisingly with two outsiders popping up to salute the judge during the evening the Tote jackpot eluded racegoers meaning another roll over and a guaranteed pot of over £2,000 being on offer for punters who can select the winners of the last four races at the next meeting which is to be held on Sunday 17th July. 

