Sunday is Jersey Derby day at Les Landes, this year’s renewal is sponsored by Indigo Lighthouse and is the feature race on what appears to be the most competitive card of the season.
Five out of the field of eight that are due to face the starter ran in last year’s race. These are headed by Koka Fast who finally took the honours in this race by half a length in 2010 having finished second and third in the previous two years. Koka Fast comes into this race off a surprising defeat in the C I Champion Hurdle at the last meeting and was a well beaten fourth on his only appearance on the flat this season, albeit over two furlongs further than the derby distance. Whilst he will be a popular choice to defend his crown I think that he is set minor honours this year. 

Superduper who has been a reformed character since the backend of last season comes into the race in fine form having won four out of her last six races, however whilst she does not have a lot to find according to official ratings all her wins have come at a shorter distance so the big question mark is will she see the trip out against the best middle distance horses in the Island another pointer is that regular pilot Robert Kirk has deserted her on this occasion. Kirk has chosen to ride the Guernsey trained Garden Party who was a well beaten fifth last year and although both trip and ground conditions will be ideal once again Tom Bougourd’s seven year old will do well to be involved in the finish and will be of more interest come the running of this year’s Clarendon handicap at the last meeting of the season.
As well as being responsible for both Koka Fast and Superduper trainer Alyson Malzard also runs Sans Sa Dame and Sissi Guihen, the former is the mount of Caroline Hurley and has shown improved form as the season has progressed and could well run into a place, whilst Sans Sa Dame who has yet to finish out of the frame this season will do well to keep that record intact.
Winner of the 2009 Derby was the Stephan Arthur trained Danehill Dazzler who finished well back in fourth last year, now a nine year old Danehill has slowly been running into form and was only a length behind Sissi Guihen over this distance on the 19th June when giving 5lbs to the winner on a strict line of form and if she can recapture her form of two years ago she will not be far away. The Joan Le Brocq yard is represented by Landolino who appears to be an out and out stayer who has a fair bit to find on official ratings, the six year old also looks as if he needs a bit of cut in the ground so given the recent weather appears to be making up the numbers.

That leaves my idea of the winner; King Kenny who has won his last two races, the second of these was at the last meeting, although underfoot conditions will be very different this time round. Trained by Alyson Malzard when finishing half a length behind Koka Fast last year the six year old is now handled by Angie Corson and is the top rated horse in the race, if the contest was a handicap he would be giving Koka Fast 3lbs and 11lb plus to the rest of the field. The form is in the book and whilst he cannot be described as an adventurous selection he looks set to give Corson her first Jersey Derby, with Danehill Dazzler looking set for the runners up spot and stablemate’s Koka Fast and Sissi Guihen battling out for third place.
The afternoon’s card starts with an elongated named event in “The Jersey Rugby Club in National One Conditional Hurdle”. This event is restricted to horses that have not won more than one hurdle race in their career and was a match last year when Fine the World turned over hot Favourite Buckie Massa. This year six go to post including the protagonist’s from last season. Fine The World is my selection to salute the judge, an easy winner two meetings ago, last time she was noted staying on late to finish third on ground that she would not have appreciated. She will be at home on the better going and has the assistance of Jamie Goldstein in the saddle. Main danger is likely to come from Azaria a winner over hurdles earlier this season. Of the others as previously mentioned Buckie Massa was a warm order for this event last season and whilst she would have the appearance of a cert if this was a flat race there is the small matter of eight hurdles to be jumped. Jumping does not seem to be natural to National Monument who was pulled up after some sloppy jumping in his last attempt over hurdles. This leaves Hold the Bucks who is making his debut over jumps and Greek Theatre who was pulled up on his only outing over hurdles as a three year old in the UK. Given the antics that the now six year old has displayed since his arrival in Jersey one wishes jockey Mike Saunders good luck as he could well be in for a hair raising ride if his charge consents to race at flag fall.

The “My Mate Dick Turpin Stakes” sponsored by Trump Holdings Limited over the minimum trip of five furlongs sees the normal batch of sprinters do battle again. As normal these sprinters all seem to have the ability to win and last time it was the Tony Le Brocq trained Annia Galeria under an enterprising ride from Tony Procter, a rise of only 4lb could see the filly take the honours again if Procter is able to adopt the same waiting tactics. Fast Freddie has not been getting his flying starts lately but could well be hard to catch if he is quick out the blocks at flag fall. Kersivay was a impressive winner in Guernsey but has not shown the same sparkle on his last two outings. 
The other Malzard horse in this event is Nordic Light but he appears to be the least likely winner. Lurking at the base of the handicap is Top Pursuit who is yet to put his best foot forward and is handicapped accordingly however the nine year old could well be involved in the finish if on a going day. However my idea of the winner is High Voltage unbeaten over five furlongs back in 2009, the Joan Le Brocq owned and trained ten year old may be top weight, but showed on the 1st July that he can still out battle his rivals. 

Biggest field of the afternoon sees nine go to post for “The Animal Health Trust Anniversary Mile” Becks Bolero got his head in front at the last meeting after some promising runs earlier in the season and could well take the honours again. Secret Assassin continues to run consistently and would not be winning out of turn running over what is probably his ideal trip. The Alyson Malzard duo of La Verte Rue and Grenane are both well handicapped and would not be surprise winners, though the same comment cannot be applied to the other two Malzard runners Uniform Ruby and the appropriately named Les Landes who would need to improve considerably on their Jersey form to take a hand in the finish.
Of the other three runners the three year old Grey Panel is only having his second run in a handicap and will no doubt be seen to better effect next season. Cronkyvoddy is now ten years old, but a case could be made for him to win on one bit of form this season; however on the balance of his other three runs he might be best to overlook him. This leaves Athania who appears to have his own thought about the racing game, having proved troublesome at the start on a number of occasions this season, and refusing to start at the last meeting. However this time round Jamie Goldstein in the saddle, if he can entice the unpredictable five year old to get off to a level break he could well be first past the post, with this in mind he is put forward as a risky selection, but does carry a “wealth” warning due to his previous antics at the start.
Final race of the afternoon is “The Longueville Manor Handicap” over one and three-quarter miles. Out of the two Joan Le Brocq runners, Top weight Bollin Fergus looks sure to give a good account, whilst the gutsy Lord of the Wing has yet to show his best form this season, however if on song the six year old could well be involved in the finish. Countrywide Pride and River Du Nord would both be shock winners, whilst both Toggle and Lady Petrus appear to have stamina doubts especially the former who was a winner over seven furlongs at the last meeting. This leaves the out and out stayer Nordic Affair who has the appearance of being the afternoons banker, so is taken to see off the Le Brocq trained duo.
Selections:-

2:30:- Fine the World

3:05:- High Voltage

3:40:- King Kenny 

4:15:- Athania

4:50:- Nordic Affair (Nap)
