JERSEY RACE CLUB

Preview 30 May 2011 Bank Holiday Fixture

by Bobsbest.

This has been Lester Piggott week. Each day the Racing Post has published reminiscences about the greatest jockey’s achievements from his first classic win on Never Say Die in 1954 to his 30th and last on Rodrigo de Triano in 1992. In between there have been recollections of memorable rides in lesser races at minor venues, but no one has mentioned a ride on a modest chestnut called Bonito at Les Landes.

Trained in St Mary by Stephen Arthur, Bonito had been bought out of a Wantage stable where he was the regular mount of amateur lady rider Jane Boggis. The idea was that he would be partnered by one of Jersey’s leading amateurs. Bonito was a teddy bear of a horse, everything about him was nice except for one thing, he had an apparent aversion to winning. 

In those days the racing programme in the UK was not as crowded as today and from time to time leading jockeys would make personal appearances at Les Landes. Willie Carson, John Francome, Yves Saint Martin all rode the St Ouen turf with the organisers always making sure they were offered mounts with a reasonable chance. So it was a brave decision to offer the maestro the leg up on Bonito who had snatched defeat from the jaws of victory so often. Bonito knew too much about racing for most jockeys, but Lester knew more. Bonito won easily. But it wasn’t just the winning that was remarkable, it was the manner of it; if a horse could look surprised that would have described the expression on Bonito’s face as he passed the post. For the first time someone else was in charge and the horse won without realising he’d been in a race. A bread and butter event, but an amazing ride by a genius jockey.

So on to Monday’s Bank Holiday card, which features the Warwick Vase sponsored this year by Cheviot Asset Management. After the Clarendon, run in August, this is usually the most competitive handicap of the season.

Danehill Dazzler won the 2009 renewal in receipt of 3lb from King Kenny; last year with a turn round in the weights of no less than 23lb it was King Kenny’s turn. This time the latter carries top weight and Danehill Dazzler get 4lb, but the mare has failed to spark in two runs this term, admittedly at distances too short, and may not be quite the force she was. It’s far from a match however. Superduper improved considerably to win the Quids In Jersey Guineas, holding on well after making all the running and she should get the extra quarter mile while stablemate Sissi Guihen defied top weight to beat a decent yardstick in Grenane last time. Garden Party is better over further and Becks Bolero and One Cool Poppy remain relatively unexposed. That leaves Vamos who is exactly a stone better in with Superduper for the length that separated them in the Guineas. If the form book is worth anything Vamos should win.

The Grosnez Hurdle, which opens the programme, is a maiden so by definition there’s not much form to go on, but Anfield Road probably has the best of it. He’s far from straight forward, but did little wrong when a running-on second to Sans Sa Dame in a decent mile and a half handicap a fortnight ago and may be good enough to take this.

The St Ouen Handicap over 7 furlongs brings together the sprinters and the milers. I have always felt Athania would do well here, but she has not shown a great deal in the seven runs she’s had. Stronger this year, she may now start to show the form that saw her win a decent mile handicap at Chester in 2009, but the handicapper is probably still taking an unduly optimistic view of her ability. Fast Freddie stole a similar race at the start at the Easter meeting, but missed the break last time when only third to Kersivay; the latter has not been harshly treated for that comfortable victory. Annia Galeria showed good speed in that race before fading into fourth and she can step up on that run over an extra two furlongs. Top Pursuit and Toggle (won this in 2010) win in their turn while Uniform Ruby, well touted by her trainer in the pre-season Jersey Racing Post, is the subject of an interesting jockey booking. Kersivay could run up a sequence before the handicapper collars him.  

The Plémont Headland Handicap offers an opportunity to the lower-rated milers. Grenane has run two solid races in defeat this year and should gain compensation here. Hold The Bucks and La Verte Rue may provide Alyson Malzard with another clean sweep.

The afternoon winds up with a race that should have hurdles. Koka Fast, Silver Silence and Nordic Affair have all met twice this term in hurdle races and Koka Fast has come out on top both times. There is no compelling reason why an absence of obstacles should change things. That is not to say this is another Koka benefit; indeed it seems quite likely that his stable companion Sans Sa Dame will have too much toe for the champion hurdler. Landolino gets a 5lb pull for the 14 lengths he was beaten by Sans Sa Dame last time; it shouldn’t be enough, but don’t be surprised to see further improvement from this French import.

SELECTIONS

2.30 Anfield Road

3.05 Kersivay

3.40 Vamos

4.15 Grenane

4.50 Sans Sa Dame 

