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Sunday is Champion Hurdle day at Les Landes.  

 
When fields for hurdle races dwindled a few years ago, owners, 

trainers and Club members were polled on a proposal that jump 
racing in Jersey should be abandoned. The response was emphatic; 

“hands off our hurdling”. All thought of doing away with a jump race 
on each card was set aside and the race planning committee 

considered how hurdling, particularly the Champion Hurdle, might 
be given additional prominence. 

 

In 2009 it was switched to the last race on the card in order that 
the day’s sport might provide a build-up; five ran – one fewer than 

the previous year – and the experiment was not repeated. In the 
last five years the fields have comprised six, five, five, three and 

this year’s renewal, five runners. So, everyone, it seems, wants to 
retain hurdling, but few owners actually want to support it. Perhaps 

a sharp increase in prize money would do the trick. Sunday’s winner 
will collect £1,900, generously put up by Anthony and Sandra 

Taylor, but it’s less than last year’s prize and considerably below the 
2008 purse of £2,700. 

 
No horse in recent years has managed to retain the crown, so the 

task facing Anfield Road is significant. He beat favourite and 2009 
winner Koka Fast by being held up and beating his rival for speed 

from the last hurdle. Doubtless the tactics will be the same, but it 

may be harder to pounce on Landolino who has impressed in both 
his outings over jumps. The latter won his maiden in very soft 

ground, but proved it was no fluke when winning unchallenged next 
time on better ground against slightly better opposition. He looked 

bombproof that day and Jamie Goldstein, who won on Anfield Road 
last year, will ride and the combination are sure to start a short 

priced favourite. Anfield Road’s trainer, Stephen Arthur, started the 
season with a bang, but his string hasn’t gone on in the same way; 

still, he is a past master of getting one ready for a particular race 
and one imagines this has been the plan all season.  

 
Monkhair was 15 lengths behind Nordic Affair on her debut, giving 

8lb; she gets the mares’ allowance of 5lb now so there probably 
isn’t much between them. Fine The World beat Nordic Affair in April 

getting 9lb and she also claims the 5lb allowance this time, but 



disgraced herself by refusing to race last time. On all known form 

these three will be racing for third money. 
 

The Balmoral Properties Handicap over the minimum trip is next on 
the card. Old High Voltage beat everything except Toggle last time 

and was only touched off by a short head; he deserves this and 
should proved too good again for Kersivay and Annia Galeria. 

Cryptic Choice remains an exciting prospect, but ran in that same 
race as though he needs a bit further. Fast Freddie lives up to his 

name and is sure to run well again while Nordic Light pops up once 
a year and the fact that he’s 5lb wrong in the weights won’t stop 

him if this is the day. 
 

The Cecilia Campbell Memorial Handicap will be run over nine 
furlongs and is for horses rated up to 70. Beck’s Bolero at last found 

the winning post last time getting the better, but only just, of the 

consistent Superduper. Grey Panel is 3 from 4 this year, seems as 
tough as teak and could still be ahead of the handicapper. Rebel 

Woman also got off the mark last time, but this is a step up in class. 
The rest have been disappointing although Red Lago has shown a 

glimmer in one of his two runs. 
 

The snappily named The Jersey Race Club Thanks Its Loyal 
Supporters Handicap is next, a low level affair over seven furlongs. 

Toggle won this last year and is in cracking form, winning a sprint 
from 9lb out of the handicap last time, but it will be a bit of a 

surprise if the better class Vamos isn’t up to giving Toggle 15lb and 
a beating. Pas D’Action is a winner this term, Grenane is consistent 

and Sumbe is a good sort that could run well at a big price. 
 

More in hope than confidence the last race is optimistically named 

The Summer Must Come Soon Handicap – I wouldn’t bet on it. It’s a 
mile and a half affair and features Jersey’s best, King Kenny, last 

year’s winner. This time though he faces a stiff task at the weights 
against improvers Neuilly and Major Maximus. The latter is stepping 

up in trip for the first time after four excellent runs have yielded two 
wins. He hasn’t looked like he’s crying out for further, but if he does 

stay it will give his connections more options in the second half of 
the season. Neuilly also has four frame runs and two wins this year 

and can now be called consistent, a title that was not always 
appropriate. Lang Shining is an enigma, but he did nothing wrong 

over this trip last time, beaten just a length by Neuilly and is now a 
couple of pounds better off; Sophie Doyle, riding so well at present, 

takes over while Jemma Marshall is reunited with Uniform Ruby, a 
good looking girl, but a bit of a madam. 

 



Only two of the five races have attracted sponsors, underlining the 

difficult financial position of the Race Club. However, it does not do 
to dwell on misfortune and despite the negative of poor gate 

receipts for the first three, very wet, fixtures the Race Club should 
accentuate the positive if it wishes to attract commercial support. 

Nothing succeeds like success and the Race Club has a good record 
of development and attainment. They should stop the hand-

wringing and concentrate on ways in which they might build on 
their achievements. 

 
 

Selections: 
 

Anfield Road 
High Voltage 

Grey Panel 

Vamos 
Lang Shining 

 
 

 
    


