King Kenny had the near 2,500 crowd that attended yesterday Derby meeting at Les Landes roaring him home as he upheld the form book and justified favouritism in “The Indigo Lighthouse Jersey Derby” to give Angie Corson her first Jersey Derby win.

The Crawford family owned six year old had finished second to Koka Fast in last year Derby but was the highest rated horse going into the race, settled in midfield for much of the race whilst Sans Sa dame set the pace, but as the field approached the final bend and commentator Mark Johnson called the favourite taking the lead a roar went up as punters started to count their winnings. However jockey Mark Lawson had to get to work on his mount as Sans Sa Dame came with a renewed challenge but the roar as the winner passed the post meant that the well backed favourite had held on by three quarters of a length with Sissi Guihen who made late headway a further one and a half lengths back in third.

Disappointments of the race were the two former winners, last year’s winner Koka Fast never travelled through the race and was under pressure half a mile from home eventually finishing a never nearer fourth, whilst the 2009 winner Danehill Dazzler was never seen with a chance and finished last of the eight runners.

Corson had also trained the winner of the “My Mate Dick Turpin Stakes” sponsored by Trump Holdings Limited, when bottom weight Top Pursuit came from last to first in the final two furlongs to win the five furlong sprint at this meeting for the second year running. Kersivay had set a scorching pace after the field were sent on their way, meaning that the normal pacesetters Fast Freddie and High Voltage were left trailing. The early leader at one stage appeared to have all his rivals in trouble but the eventual winner picked his rivals off one by one to pass the post a length clear of the long time leader with Fast Freddie half a length away in third. 

The afternoon had started with “The Jersey Rugby Club in National Division One Conditional Hurdle” this saw a fine pillar to post winning ride by Caroline Hurley aboard the Alyson Malzard trained Azaria who won by three quarters of a length from the enigmatic Greek Theatre with last year’s winner Fine the World well beaten in third. As already mentioned winning jockey Hurley rode a well judged race, but honours for best riding performance has to go to Mike Saunders who not only got unpredictable and often mulish Greek Theatre down to the start but was able to settle his mount in second place for most of the race and although his mount guessed at a couple of the hurdles he just failed to get to the all the way winner, this was without doubt a fine display of riding.

Malzard and Hurley also made it two on the day when the partnership took “The Animal Health Trust Anniversary Mile” courtesy of La Verte Rue  who held off the challenge of Becks Bolero by a length with Grenane a never closer four lengths away in third. Whilst the winner was certainly not getting his head in front out of turn as he has placed in four out of his last five races.

Final race of the afternoon saw a quite astonishing plunge on the doubtful stayer Toggle who had won at the last meeting over seven furlongs, however on this occasion he was venturing into unknown territory attempting double the distance. Opening at odds of 6/1 punters must have just latched onto the fact that he came from the Derby winning yard of Angie Corson and piled in forcing his price to shrink to 5/4 at the off. Unfortunately punters new over half a mile from home that their cash was going to stay in the bookmakers satchels when unsurprisingly Toggle failed out of contention eventually finishing stone cold last. As for the business end of the race honours went to Bollin Fergus who saw off the determined challenge of River Du Nord to win by half a length with Lady Petrus making late headway to be only a short length away in third.

There are now only two meetings left this season, and whilst Alyson Malzard would appear to have the trainer’s title wrapped up the champion jockeys title looks like going to the wire with both Mark Lawson and Jamie Goldstein both on the seven winner mark.

it is hoped that  those who attended yesterday afternoon can only  of been impressed not only with the standard of the racing but also with the setting of Les Landes and as a result that they will return to witness the -battle for the leading jockey title at the next meeting on Sunday 14th August .

