The top rated horse in Jersey King Kenny reigned supreme in the seasons feature handicap “The Cheviot Clarendon Handicap” at the final meeting on the Jersey Race Club 2011 calendar at Les Landes yesterday as once again the crowds turned up to witness what has been one of the most successful seasons that the club has had attendance wise for many years.
Prior to the race King Kenny who had won the Jersey Derby earlier this season appeared to need to produce his best effort of the season as he was seeking to give his twelve and thirteen pounds on the handicap to the Sans Sa Dame and Sissi Guihen who had finished second and third respectively in the Derby and on a strict line of form was not entitled to win, however good horses never know when they are beaten and King Kenny certainly dug deep to take the honours. It was last year’s winner of the race Garden Party who gave the Angie Corson trained six year old most to do over the final furlong but the King held on gamely to win by a head with Sissi Guihen a well beaten six lengths back in third. Having suggested that the winner needed cut in the ground when winning early last season he has since shown that he acts on any going and his win yesterday was a fine weight carrying performance which should see him start as one of the highest rated horses for many years.
The afternoons racing started with “The Till Next Year Handicap Hurdle” that was turned into a match due to overnight defection of expected favourite Azaria. Normally races of this type are non events but on this occasion racegoers were treated to a thrilling head bopping finish as the Neville Ahier and Joan Le Brocq trained owned Fine the World held off Nordic Affair in a head bopping finish. Whilst the winner has once again won two races this season connections of the second played the role of the bridesmaid for the fifth time in their charges last six hurdle races, however they should take comfort in the fact that Koka Fast had the same portfolio in the early days of his local hurdles career, so who knows what they should expect next season!.
Chaos reigned supreme prior to the start of “The Friends of Jersey Racing Handicap” the start of  races over this trip are crucial as no jockeys want to be left as the tapes go up, but on this occasion Mattie Batchelor pre-empted the starter and as a result his mount Kersivay took flight and bolted leaving his rider helpless and unable to pull his mount up until completing a circuit, at the same time Crazy in Love had despatched rider Emmett Stack from the plate and completed a couple of circuits of the track rider less before consenting to be caught, the antics of these two saw them both withdrawn meaning  that punters were faced with a deduction of forty pence in the pound from all winning bets. As for the race3 itself bottom weight Nordic Light sprang an 8/1 surprise winning by a length from High Voltage and Majestical who dead heated for second.
The Glory Bee Memorial Handicap is a race for horses who have failed to get their head in front during the course of the season and saw the Alyson Malzard yard complete a double on the card as Uniform Ruby saw off the challenge of stablemate Hold the Bucks by two lengths with Cronkyvoddy a further six lengths back in third.
The seasons getting out stakes the appropriately named “See You Next Year Handicap” won by the well backed Major Maximus ridden by Laura Pike who proved to be the afternoon’s easiest winner finishing six lengths ahead of Superduper with La Verte Rue two lengths back in third. Coming from the one horse yard of Christa Gilbert hopefully this winner shows that you do not need a yard full of horses to train winners and hopefully might encourage others to train a solitary horse which will give the local racing scene a boost.
As a result of his win the “Cheviot Clarendon” King Kenny won the Champion Racehorse title, in view of him winning both the Jersey Derby and the season’s most prestigious handicap there could not be a more worthy winner, his owners the Crawford family won the leading owners, whilst the leading trainer was once again won by Alyson Malzard. Caroline Hurley was the leading lady jockey whilst Mark Lawson took the male version. During his post racing interview Lawson referred to the friendly atmosphere and passion that is shown at the local track compared to the cutthroat game in the UK hopefully this will attract new sponsors as they look to give a clients a relaxing day out when the 2012 season starts on Easter Monday next year.
