After idyllic conditions at The Jersey Race Club’s only evening meeting of the season a fortnight ago Mother Nature served up cold and blustery conditions at Les Landes yesterday afternoon more akin to a midwinter National Hunt meeting than a summer fixture.
Considering conditions it was quite apt that the feature race of the afternoon saw the running of The Standard Bank Champion Hurdle which was the first race on the card. Having won the race in 2009 and finishing second to King of the Beers last season it looked on paper as a formality for Koka Fast to regain his title in the absence of last season’s winner. Due to this bookmaker’s took no chances sending off Koka as the 2/5 odds on favourite for the three runner affair. The contest was reduced to a match down the back straight after early leader Ships Hill faded out of contention half a mile from home before eventually being pulled up after jumping the third last. This left Koka Fast bowling along in the lead, however Anfield Road was kept in his slipstream until just before the final obstacle when rider Jamie Goldstein pulled the Stephen Arthur trained six year old out and after touching down alongside Koka at the last Goldstein drove Anfield Road four lengths clear of his rival as they passed the post for a surprise win.
The Supporters Sprint Handicap over the minimum distance of five furlongs produced the second surprise winner of the afternoon when outsider of the Field Annia Galeria stormed up the stands side under an inspired ride by Tony Proctor to hold off the challenge of Secret Assassin who once again filled the runners up spot with Fast Freddie back in third. The winner had shown that she had undoubted early speed in her races this season before failing to see her races out, but on this occasion jockey Proctor was able to restrain the four year old before producing what turned out to be a race winning effort once the field had turned for home. This was winning owner/trainer Tony Le Brocq’s first winner of the season and he was quick to recognise the efforts of his stable staff in the post race interview. Bought out of the Chris Dwyer stable the filly may need a bit of time before she is able to see out her races over seven furlongs, but punters should not dismiss this win as a one off and is capable of repeating this feat over the minimum trip this season. 
The remainder of the card was dominated by trainer Angie Corson and jockey Matthew Lawson as they produced a hat trick of winners, firstly in The Spearpoint Handicap when Toggle came up the stands rail to see off the persistent challenge of Hold the Bucks by half a length with Fine the World who was an impressive winner at the last meeting, but may not of appreciated the softer conditions this time round a neck away in third.
The combinations second winner of the afternoon came in The Bloodstock Advisory Services Handicap as King Kenny held on gamely from Garden Party by a length with Landolino a neck away in third. Whilst the winner undoubtedly was at home on the rain softened going the performance of second placed Garden Party is to be noted as he has always been considered to need quick underfoot conditions.
Corson and Lawson completed the hat trick when Becks Bolero who had been running consistently this season since his arrival from the Jamie Osborne yard and had been noted as producing his best effort at the previous meeting finally saluted the judge in The Geordieland Handicap winning by two and a half lengths from Suivez Mon Regard who had one stage looked as if he was going to give the Tony Le Brocq yard a long odds double, La Verte Rue who was running in the colours of race sponsors Anthony and Sandra Taylor finished a further head back in third.
Three happy punters left the course with their wallets swelled as they shared the Jackpot each winning just over £1,100 after picking the winners of the last four races.

Next meeting on 31st July sees the running of this year’s Jersey Derby. 
