Once again the Jersey Race Club’s annual Ladies day meeting attracted a large turnout at Les Landes yesterday on an afternoon which saw the Race Club stage two pony races prior to the thoroughbred racing.

The inaugural pony race for ponies under 138cm and sponsored by Amy builders Ltd had a familiar ring to the winning connections this saw Victoria Malzard on Woody To You lead from start to finish before winning by a wide margin form Morwyn Tanya Maid.
The second event was for the larger ponies and saw Tasie de Gruchy on Silver Spirit quicken away from her rivals two furlongs from home and passing the post well clear. It is hoped that the youngsters who took part enjoyed their experience and judging from the number of racegoers who arrived early at the course to witness these events it will hopefully not be too long before the Race Club host more of these events.
Normal racing got under way with “The Ladbrokes Odds on Reward Card Handicap Hurdle” run over two and a half miles it is the longest race on the calendar and saw the Alyson Malzard trained Azaria lead from pillar to post holding off challenges from both Nordic Affair and Anfield Road who finished two and a half lengths and a neck away in second and third. This was a well judged ride from Caroline Hurly as the five year old looked as she was about to be passed by her two challenges but she gamely kept finding more and simply outstayed her rivals. The other runner in the race was Koka Fast who was well beaten and appears to have gone off the boil.
The Ladbrokes Bet in Play Handicap over seven furlongs saw another all the winner in the form of Fast Freddie who was able to get his head in front as the starter let them go and was never passed by a rival finishing a length ahead of Major Maximus who finished fast and late to snatch second by a head from La Verte Rue. Winning trainer Angie Corson and jockey Mark Lawson made it a double on the card when Becks Bolero took “The Ladbrokes Ladies Day Handicap” holding off a sustained challenge from Sissi Guihen by a length and a half with Sans Sa Dame ten lengths back in third.
Feature race of the afternoon was “The RBS Coutts Channel Islands Handicap saw the biggest field of the day go to post as ten faced the starter, Athania who had given trouble at the start on a number of occasions this season got a flyer and was never headed jockey Mattie Batchelor passing the post on the Stephen Arthur trained five year old four lengths clear of Hold The Bucks with Cronkyvoddy a length back in third. 
Batchelor made it two wins on the card on the Joan Le Brocq trained Landolino who won “The Ladbrokes.com Handicap” holding off Lady Petrus in a head bopping finish to win by a nose with Uniform Ruby four lengths away in third.

Alyson Malzard has the 2011 trainer’s championship in the bag, whilst Mark Lawson heads the jockey’s race by two from Jamie Goldstein with just one meeting left which takes place on Bank Holiday Monday 29th August.
